The Student Government Association of the

University of Alabama in Huntsville

The Senate General Meeting

2007-2008 Regular Session, Meeting 7
1/14/2008, 8:30 pm, University Center, Room 131
Peter Scherff, Vice-President, Presiding

Call to Order (Scherff)

Roll Call (Parks)

Present:
Beard, Bryan, Bush, Carpenter, Cisneros, Davidson, Fowler, Hazen, Morgan, Mulroy, Percival, Thompson, Tyson, and Willis
Absent: 



Perrin (U) and Townson (U)
Minutes

· Minutes from 01/07/2008
· Motion to waive the reading of the minutes (Roller/ Fowler)

· Motion passes (unanimous-voice vote)

· Motion to approve the minutes as waived (Roller/ Carpenter)

· Motion passes (unanimous-voice vote)

Guest Recognition

· Ms. Delois Smith, UAH Vice-President for Student Affairs
· Ms. Smith addresses the entirety of the chamber, and states the following:

· Important Facts Concerning the University’s Budget

· 20% of the University is supported by your (the student’s) tuition

· 80% of the University’s budget is allocated by the state of Alabama

· Total University budget is approximately $100 million

· This is the first year in 9 years that she has had to reduce the SGA/ ACE budgets

· The impact of Dr. Williams’ Plan for Growth
· Dr. Williams would like to increase the University’s enrollment from approximately 7,000 to nearly 10,000 students over the coming years

· This increase in the number of students will inevitably result in the need for the implementation of an improved infrastructure for the delivery of student services.  Thus necessitating the need to increase student activity fees.

· Information on Student Activity Fees at UAH

· Comparatively, UAH has a very low student activity fee that is assessed per credit hour.

· Ms. Smith will provide the Senate with relevant information from UAH’s sister institutions

· Students with an out-of-state residency status have to pay considerably more because they have not paid in the state’s tax structure, part of which supports student activities on campus.  

· Currently an in-state student at UAH pays $2.85 per academic credit hour, whereas an out-of-state student pays $5.70 per academic credit hour.
· The average in-state student at UAH pays between $34.20-$42.75 per academic semester, whereas an out-of-state student pays between $68.40-$85.50 per academic semester.

· What Student Activity Fees pay for

· Student Activity Fees support approximately $138,000 of the general budget for athletics at UAH

· SGA projects contribute the growing debt of Student Affairs.  These include:

· Campus Shuttle Program

· ChargerCast

· USA Today/ Huntsville Times readership program

· Late Night Breakfast

· Give-Aways at Graduation

· Proposal made by Delois Smith to the SGA Senate for Comments:

· To increase fees by $2.00 per credit hour, effective Fall 2008

· Fees have not been raised in 14 years

· Ms. Smith feels it is time to raise them

· Justin Roller asks a question of Ms. Smith:

· “Will out-of-state students be assessed the $2.00 increase as well, or will there increase be higher?”

· Ms. Smith responds to the aforementioned question:

· “Yes it will.”

· Damon Percival asks a question of Ms. Smith:

· “If enrollment is increasing…then the total revenue from Student Activity Fees is increasing…so why were the budgets cut?”
· Ms. Smith responds to the aforementioned question:

· “Unfortunately, enrollment is not increasing, it has remained fairly stagnant for the last several years.  As we continue to add new programs, the total amount of revenues diminishes.  Also, last year when allocating funds we over-shot considerably on the budget, placing the entire division in the hole.  As a result of these shortfalls I have engaged in a number of revenue saving measures.  For instance, I used to provide additional funding to student groups, but I have been forced to cut this.”

· Damon Percival asks a question of Ms. Smith:

· “Is there a goal or ceiling to this increase?”

· Ms. Smith responds to the aforementioned question:

· “I would like this to be a one time increase.  And not attempt to raise it again for 5-6 years.”

· Damon Percival asks a question of Ms. Smith:

· “Would you be opposed to holding a student referendum on the issue, to all students to participate in the decision making process?”

· Ms. Smith responds to the aforementioned question:

· “No…I would not mind doing that…But first you would need some additional information from me.  But overall I do not see a problem with it.  However, keep in mind that the student can always vote it down…”

· Kim Willis makes a statement:

· “I agree with Damon Percival, it is our responsibility…”

· Sean Kaloi asks a question of Ms. Smith:

· “But is this enough?”

· Ms. Smith responds to the aforementioned question:

· “I have always encouraged clubs and organizations to report back on how particular funding is spent and allocated…If this is passed your budgets should go up.”
· Damon Percival asks a question of Ms. Smith:

· “What about the city of Huntsville…Why don’t we rely on alumni and the city for support?”
· Ms. Smith responds to the aforementioned question:

· “There are no alumni dollars or city funds in student activity fees…”

· Peter Scherff asks a question of Ms. Smith:

· “Assuming that enrollment will go up, why can’t student activity fees just remain the same, and wait for the increase in growth?”

· Ms. Smith responds to the aforementioned question:

· “Because, the division of Student Affairs has exceeded its budgetary allocation even prior to the enrollment of these new students.  If we are to continue to provide the same level of service, we must increase the amount of funding available to provide such services.”

· Peter Scherff asks a question of Ms. Smith:

· “Are there any new programs that this money will contribute too?”

· Ms. Smith responds to the aforementioned question:

· “Programs like the one that I recently added, Service Learning and Volunteerism, which is a very important part of Student Affairs budget.  I would increase student activity fees to enable us to hold more events on the weekend (e.g. whitewater rafting, Mountain Biking) and with a larger budget you can afford to do these things.

Announcements

· None

Officer Reports:

· Mr. Samuel Parks, President

· Mr. Parks announced that plans for the Niagara Road Trip are progressing smoothly, so far all tickets for the trip have been sold.
· Mr. Parks requested that all members of the Senate remember to do their weekly office hour.
· Mr. Parks gave a brief summation on the role of committees to the Senate
· Mr. Peter Scherff, Vice-President

· Mr. Scherff reminded all committee chairs to submit a copy of their reports to his office by no later than the Saturday prior to the SGA meeting
· Mr. Joe Coronado, Vice-President of Finance
· Mr. Coronado made a brief statement regarding SGA accounts
· Mr. Justin Roller, Consul of the Senate
· Mr. Roller announced that there would be a Monthly Committee Roundtable meeting immediately following the Senate meeting
Committee Reports


Rules and Revisions

· Ms. Kim Willis, Rules and Revisions Committee Chair, makes the committee’s presentation
· The Rules and Revisions Committee is in the process of drafting two bills of impeachment
· SB.07-08.## A BILL of Impeachment Against Sarah Perrin
· SB.07-08.## A BILL of Impeachment Against Bradley Towson
· The Committee is in discussions regarding the time-frame for Presidential elections per Dr. Franz’s request
· The Committee is addressing the terms of Chartership for all SGA Clubs and Organizations

· The Committee would like to see greater participation from its clubs and organization in the general functions of the Senate.

Campus Affairs

· Mr. Damon Percival, Campus Affairs Committee Chair, makes the committee’s presentation
· Planning is proceeding on the City Council Forum, scheduled for the 21st of February
· The Committee has discussed a formal system for the management of complaints to the SGA, from outside/ third parties
· The Committee has discussed the idea of a “White-Out Night” at one of the upcoming basketball games to help show school spirit and unity.
Finance

· Mr. Ryan Cisneros, Finance Committee Chair, makes the committee’s presentation
· The Committee has met and discussed the funding request for Beta Alpha Psi 
· The Committee has met and discussed the funding request for the Chinese Student Scholar Association
Clubs and Organizations

· Mr. John Carpenter, Clubs and Organizations Committee Chair, makes the committee’s presentation
· There is nothing to report
Old Business:

· None
New Business:

· Motion to amend the agenda to include the Funding Request for the Chinese Student Scholar Association (Cisneros/ Beard)

· Motion passes (unanimous-voice vote)

· Motion to approve the funding request of $1000.00 for the Chinese Student Scholar Association (Roller/ Cisneros)

· Discussion of the Motion

· Representative Jun Li of the Chinese Student Scholar Association approaches the well

· Ms. Li informs the Senate of the group’s purpose in seeking this funding.  According to Ms. Li, the group will provide the Huntsville community with a glimpse of Chinese New Year.  Festivities will include the following:

· Traditional Dragon Parade

· Chinese Dancing

· Free Food

· Traditional Music and Costume

· The celebration will be held on February 16, 2008

· Possible locations include:

· Robert’s Recital Hall

· Baptist Student Center

· The Group has raised $530.00 and is asking for $1000.00

· Motion passes (unanimous-voice vote)

· Mr. Peter Scherff opens the floor of the Senate to discussion of the Tribunal’s nomination of Mr. Chance “Nevin” Fowler to the position of Executive Chief-of-Staff
· Motion to approve the Tribunal’s nomination of Mr. Chance “Nevin” Fowler to the position of Executive Chief-of-Staff (Roller/ Bush)
· Motion Passes (the yeses have it/ one nay—voice vote)
· Mr. Peter Scherff opens the floor of the Senate to discussion of the Tribunal’s nomination of Mr. Aaron Meyer to the position of Junior Senator
· Motion to approve the Tribunal’s nomination of Mr. Aaron Meyer to the position of Executive Chief-of-Staff (Roller/ Percival)
· Motion Passes (unanimous—voice vote)
· Mr. Samuel Parks delivers the oath of office in unparalleled eloquence and with superior oratorical expertise.  
Final Roll Call (Parks)
Present:
Beard, Bryan, Bush, Carpenter, Cisneros, Davidson, Fowler, Hazen, Morgan, Mulroy, Percival, Thompson, Tyson, and Willis

Absent: 



Perrin (U) and Townson (U)

Adjournment 

· Motion to adjourn (Roller/ Beard)
· Motion passes (unanimous—voice vote) 
