The Student Government Association of the

University of Alabama in Huntsville

The Senate General Meeting

2007-2008 Session, Meeting 12
02/18/08, 8:30pm, University Center, Room 131

Peter Scherff, Executive Vice President, Presiding

Present: 

Bandy, Beard, Bryan, Bush, Carpenter, Cisneros, Meyer, Morgan, Mulroy, O’Quinn, Roller, Sanford, Tyson, Webb, Willis

Absent:

Bowen (E), Crum (U), Davidson (E), Gustave (U), Hano (E), A. Hazen (E), J. Hazen (E), Hyde (U), Merschman (U), Percival (U), Thompson (U), Vaughn (E),

Call to Order (Rangel) 8:44pm

Roll Call (Brown)

Minutes:
· Motion to waive the reading of the minutes from February 11th, 2008 (Webb, Tyson) - Passed

· Motion to approve the minutes from February 11th, 2008 (Bush, Webb) - Passed

Guest Recognition
· None 

Officer Reports


Mr. Sam Parks, President: 

· Last week’s meeting featured a challenge to the Senate, which was made by a member not present tonight. Also last week, a Facebook group was created to debate something that should be debated here in SGA. The arguments and suggestions that should be made, should be made among us, not online. My office hours are clearly posted and I would be more than happy to speak with you. Many comments concern the inefficiency of this organization. I also understand that many of you are new members to SGA and are not familiar with what we do and are able to do. For those of you that have read the full constitution, you know there is a small fine print that we tried to remove, but were unable. While it allows us to function, it also hinders us. As with every SGA in the state of Alabama, we are seen as an arm of the administration of the University. I love American history and the American system of government, but something else transcends this and that is self-determination. What is more important than the system of government is that the people themselves be allowed to determine. The students voted on the constitution and the President and Vice President. This is the system the students have chosen.

· The Day of Politics is something that I admit I failed to fully inform all of you about. Anthony Boling is the head of this event. It is an event of Higher Education affairs; the equivalent of a White House State Dinner. If you are going to act unkindly toward someone, you should not expect favors in return. We have a wonderful pool of new members and I am ready to go to work. This organization is not a place for games. While you are here you are here to represent the students as a whole, despite the fact that we answer to the administration. When you are ready to get back to work, come see me.

· Tyson- Why is Facebook not an appropriate forum for discussion?

· Parks- It is not as grand or official as this setting- here in our Senate meetings. Our debates should take place here and our decisions should be made here.

· Rauschkolb- Also, it cannot be monitored and anything can be said. Things can appear on there that are not appropriate. 

· Parks- We can certainly discuss things on Facebook, but they should also be discussed here first. 

· Tyson- So the administration is taking control of the City Council event?

· Parks- No, not as of yet. There will be a meeting on the viability of having this event. There are some individuals that are opposed to this. It is an ongoing debate concerning such things as the UAHuntsville signature element. It has nothing to do with who is hosting the event. 


Mr. Peter Scherff, Vice President:

· Submit committee reports by Saturday. You have been doing a good job.

Mr. Joe Coronado, Vice President of Finance:

· He is not feeling well this week.

· Rausch- Is he required to attend the meetings?

· Parks- He is required to submit a monthly budget report.

Mr. Justin Roller, Consul:

· For new members that are here: if you are not absolutely sure which committee you are on, come speak with me. I will discuss how you get into contact with your committee heads. Please come to me after the meeting.

Announcements:

· Sudexho Food Services Focus Group- This Wednesday there will be three sessions held, with refreshments. The times are from 2:00-3:00pm, 3:00-4:00pm, and 4:00-5:00pm.

Committee Reports


Rules and Revisions:

· Ms. Willis has chosen to resign from her position as Rules and Revisions Committee Chair. The committee is being reorganized completely. 

· Roller- It is being shifted and new people are being put on the committee. It will also be monitored more closely.

Campus Affairs:

· None

Finance:

· We are down to $11, 374.32 of our original budget.

· Upcoming finance request for AIAA.

· Upcoming finance request for ASCE.

· Alpha Epsilon Delta funding request.

· Biology Club finance request.

Clubs and Organizations:

· Discussion of the rechartering of the Society of Ancient Languages

· They have 15 active members but have nice turnouts for their activities which include public readings, banquets, and field trips. They have the committee’s recommendation for recharter.

· As an official response to the Rules and Revisions Attendance Proposal, we will be rejecting the proposal. We feel that it would be redundant and unnecessary.

· There is also an idea that I have had about SGA bulletin boards around campus. Average students don’t necessarily know who we (SGA) are or even that we exist. The boards would be put up all over campus and could have flyers and messages from SGA. They could also have discussion subjects that we are currently looking at in SGA and senator profiles.
Old Business:

· None

New Business:
· Motion to approve the rechartering of the Society of Ancient Languages (Carpenter, Bryan) – Passed

· What languages are considered ancient?

· Latin, Greek, perhaps Egyptian.

· Motion to approve the chartering of the Alpha Epsilon Delta/ Medical Careers Club (Bryan, Tyson) – Passed

· Are they geared to medical students?

· They are open to all students, but their services are more geared toward students in the medical field.

· Motion to table the finance request for Alpha Epsilon Delta (Cisneros, Beard) – Passed

· They are recommended for approval, but I also recommend that we table this until next week.

· Motion to amend the finance request for the Biology Club to $2000 (Cisneros, Roller) - Passed

· Do they know?

· Yes. It is the maximum amount we can give.

· Motion to approve the finance request for the Biology Club as amended (Cisneros, Roller) - Passed

· Vanderhyden- They are allowed to receive that amount including the $50 operating budget; have they already received that?

· We have suspended the operating budget to due our decreased budget.

· We have several people coming to speak at a symposium concerning biodiesel fuel.

· Bryan- So the drop in the money you will get has no effect?

· We still need that amount so we will have to seek alternate means.

· Rauschkolb- Can you not get support from your department?

· No, they have no money. 

· Roller- Is the expense to bring the speakers here?

· Yes.

· Sanford- Is this open for anyone?

· Yes, the symposium is open for everyone, even those outside the University. It is April 3rd at 7:30pm.

· Carpenter- I would like to mention that even though we have had eight requests so far, our budget is down to half its original amount. I would just like to point out that while I do not wish for us to deny you your money, there are other organizations. The SGA needs to decide whether or not we should be more selective in the funding requests we approve.

· Cisneros- It is in the finance handbook to give priority to events like these.

· Rauschkolb- Can we not approve them now, and then reimburse them later?

· It’s the same process and same amount, and we may not have the money later.

· Roller- Ryan, I think that we are doing well on our budget. Based on your opinion, what would you say our situation will be?

· I think that we should be fine and will be able to approve most requests to the end of the semester. I recommend that we approve this request.

· Carpenter- Do you think we could take another $2000 request after this?

· Cisneros- Yes, we could do one large request and then several smaller ones. 

· Rauschkolb- With a smaller attendance, could you not decrease the gift?

· I can discuss this, however this is a competitive amount similar to what other Universities provide and I feel that it is necessary.

· Roller- Can we confirm that this is the way it is done across the board?

· Yes, certainly.

· Motion to limit this discussion to five minutes (Bryan, Willis) - Passed

· Willis- Is there a way to go back and look at making any other cuts?

· Yes, that is possible.

· Roller- In light of what we have approved in the past. I think we should definitely approve it. This makes the university look good. This is something we do- we are supposed to approve money for these clubs and organizations.

· Carpenter- I don’t believe we should tell the Biology Club how they should spend their money.

· Rauschkolb- Can you charge admission? 

· No, that is not something we would do.

· Willis- I think we should vote yes but look more carefully in the future.

· Motion to have the SGA President attend the remaining time (Roller, Tyson) – Failed

· END OF FIVE MINUTES

· Motion to vote now (Meyer, Tyson) - Passed

· Motion to approve the Tribunal’s nomination of Josiah Johnson as Correspondent (Cisneros, Roller) – Passed

· Rauschkolb- Tell us about yourself.

· I plan to do my best to tell the media and students about the events we have and post a lot more about activities. I would also like to get more people involved. I will work under Sam, direct Chargercast and Web Programs.

· Roller- Do you like Mr. Carpenter’s idea for boards?

· Yes, I would like that. I think it is a very good idea.

SWEARING IN of Mr. Josiah Johnson

Roll Call (Brown)

Adjournment (Bryan, Beard) - Passed 9:45pm
